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Happy at last and well-starred,

Now comes the eve of betrothal:

We meet for the wine-cup.

How glorious the sleeves of the dance,

That are like snow-whirls!

William Butler Yeats 1865 1939
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1917 1920
Four Plays for Dancers 1921

“At the Hawk'’s Well,” “The Only Jealousy of Emer,” “The Dreaming of

the Bones” “ Calvary”

I call to the eye of the mind
A well long choked up and dry
And boughs long stripped by the wind.
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12

Why does my heart beat so?
Did not a shadow pass?

It passed but a moment ago.



You speak of Diarmuid and Dervorgilla

Who brought the Norman in?

Yes,yes | spoke
Of that most miserable, most accused pair
Who sold their country into slavery; and yet
They were not wholly miserable and accused
If somebody of their race at last would say,

‘I have forgiven them.’

O, never, never

Shall Diarmuid and Dervorgilla be forgiven.

I had almost yielded and forgiven it all-

Terrible the temptation and the place!
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Now comes the eve of betrothal,
We meet for the wine-cup.
How glorious the sleeves of the dance,

That are like snow whirls!
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