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If that was true, he must have felt that he had lost the old warm world, paid a high price for
living too long with a single dream. He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky through
frightening leaves and shivered as he found what a grotesque thing a rose is and how raw the
sunlight was upon the scarcely created grass. A new world, material without being real, where
poor ghosts, breathing dreams like air, drifted fortuitously about...like that ashen, fantastic figure

gliding toward him through the amorphous trees. Chapter 8.
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breathing dreams like air, drifted fortuitously about” &\ D, “scarcely created grass”.
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April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring

Dull root in the spring rain.
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In my beginning is my end.
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In my end is my beginning.
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What we call the beginning is often the end

And to make an end is to make a beginning.
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We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.
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[ A ]: the spray appears over a cataract, yet vanishes without a moment's delay. Such is
the fate of men in the world and of the houses in which they live. Walls standing side by
side, tilings vying with one another in loftiness, these are from generations past the abodes
of high and low in a mighty town. But none of them has resisted the destructive work of
time. Some stand in ruins; others are replaced by new structures. Their possessors too
share the same fate with them. Let the place be the same, the people as numerous as
before, yet we can[ B ] meet one out of every ten, with whom we had long ago a chance
of coming across. We see our first light in the morning and return to our long home next
evening. Our destiny is like bubbles of water. Whence do we come? Whither do we tend?

What ails us, what delights us in this unreal world? It is impossible to say. (Hojio-ki)
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The book (i.e. the Bible) is now a whole, starting from “in the beginning” and, since
Revelation is placed last in the book, ending at the end, so that the whole vast collection
has unity, makes one sense, conferred precisely by this transformative fiction. The end-
less successiveness of the original narratives is abolished; there is a peripeteia that turns
everything around and gives sense and completeness (pleroma, as I called it) to the whole

work. (Frank Kermode)
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The Life we have is very great.
The Life that we shall see
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